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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD | . | ae a : 
SUBJECT: Considerations. in Saigon in April 1975 on the th Sie 
; ‘Feasibility of | a ‘Political Set SGASwEne, ? oe 
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‘L. While the Vietnam Station and the Defense Attache 

. Intelligence Division concluded before the end of the - .._- fae 

third week -of March 1975 that South Vietnam has lost the oe ee 
“war and that an early collapse was unavoidable in the ear 
absence of meaningful U.S. intervention, a number of Cage 
informed political observers have felt that Hanoi may | eee 
wish to consider the option of a so-called political 4s 

solution. It. will be recalled that COSVN's Resolution See 

for 1975 @tefined the” ObIsctive.0! os the upcoming offensive , ye eee 

“inter -ztires<"to “force the GVN to negotiate a. political. 
Settlement from a oe eer eeity eas position”, that 

“feo Dong Party First Secretary Le Duan in early February es 
stated that "those who maintain that a military solution 
is the only possible way to bring about reunification ; 
have not drawn the proper conclusions from North Vietneu'’s °° - 
history" and that as recently as mid~April Vietnanese | 
communist propaganda spoke of the proper implementation ” 
of the Paris Agreements. The theoretical validity of 
the political solution based on what the Hungarians 
called "socialist logic” was specifically recognized 
also in the final report of the Weyand Mission which pee 
departed Saigon on 4 April. tobe 4 etsy » RE 


2. There were no illusions in che Rnecican Embassy to oa 
in Saigon about the nature of a political solution, given 
the hard realities of the military situation. Afte Yr the 
fail of Military Regions One and Two, the war could end 
only on Hanoi's terms but there were some tenuous reasors 
on basis of which one couid conclude.or at Jeast hope for 
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tre possibility that Henod 2eac. be content with a solution 

Similar to that of a Vichy-France. At any rate, the *; 

Slternative:. to such.-2 aevetoprene justi ified--in- our opirion~- 

any effort whicn eee nelp to _bring ‘about a conclusion 

ROVeNer Ser pocarys reo. cova) military subjugatian. : i 
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* aL Tae : : 
. {dissatisfaction with "Big" 


cn eT yt G2? ¢ paaiunea deception campaign or Berhsns 
‘because the political guidance had not caught up with the 
Fir stPabilbe  ROAGESE 8G c7ha dpc Rbpyeannanrosa7e9agt9 ao 
MSG Forcign tinister Madate"Binh continued to alk. about ~~ 
tne Paris. Agreenent, the need “fof a thrée-party coalitioa™ : 
n Saigon and about the proper implementation of the Paris : 
Agreement, particularly with respect to Chapters 1, 4 anda g_ 
The reputedly well-informed Agence France Press correspondent 
in Hanoi, Thonaval, Claimed. as. late.-as 28 March that the 
limited although he 


North Vietnamese objectives remained 
mid against negotia-—~- 


a 


Said that Hanoi was hardening its sta 
tions with Thieu: wthe.PRGspakesnanin.Tap Son Nnui, 
Colonel Giang, in contact with Malcolm Brown of the New zk 
# York Times, held open the possibility of 2 political a 
Solution till apogt27 April when he registered <7"; - 25X1' 
Minh's Sentiments, which, he ee 
seid, "were not responsive to the PRG's demands.” 
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